
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
 
 
 
 

Principal and Assistant 
Principal’s Message 

 

On Tuesday all school staff and children said 

goodbye to Sue.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All children in the school based program visited 

her room and presented her with a decorated 

balloon and said goodbye for now.  Sue returned 

for the School Council meeting on Wednesday 

night. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Now she will start work on the implementation 

of the Deaf Review.  A summary document of 

the Deaf Review has been published and is soon 

to be available at www.education.vic.gov.au   

We will also link it to our website. 
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Thursday 17
th
 September Footy Day 

Friday 18
th
 September Last Day Term 3 (Finish 1pm). 

Monday 5
th
 October First Day Term 4 

Tuesday 10
th
 November Strategic Plan (time to be confirmed) 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/


In the introduction to this document Maxine 

Morand, Minister for Education states the 

following: 

 

As a result of the review, a report detailing the 

needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing students was 

delivered late last year.  The Department is now 

developing a forward strategy that will deliver 

on the key findings of the review’s report. 

The report identifies a number of key 

opportunities, including the creation of a 

statewide deaf educator position within the 

Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development.  This person will lead the 

implementation of a forward strategy for deaf 

and hard-of-hearing students in Victorian 

schools. 
 

The forward strategy will include: 

 An enhanced Information and 

Communication Technology environment in 

schools to support learning for deaf and 

hard-of-hearing students 

 Examination of establishing centres of 

excellence in metropolitan and regional 

centres that expand services for deaf and 

hard-of-hearing students 

 Strengthened support for families 

 A communications strategy for schools, their 

communities and other stakeholders about 

what the Department is doing to support 

deaf and hard-of-hearing students in 

schools. 
 

We want to ensure every child, no matter where 

they live or what their circumstances, gets the 

best possible start to life.  We will achieve this 

by applying 21
st
 century solutions to difficulties 

once considered insurmountable. 

And we will ensure that every deaf or hard-of-

hearing child is able to reach their full potential, 

to thrive, learn and grow. 

Through this strategy we will provide the 

necessary access to quality services throughout 

the state to support every deaf or hard-of-

hearing child in their preferred communication 

mode. 

 

This is a positive step forward for all those 

families embarking on this journey into 

education with their deaf child/children.  To 

have specific, focused, relevant targets around 

deaf education can only improve what we do!  

We can look forward to some changes in the 

future ï including the development ofa tertiary 

institution to support an invigorate access to 

teachers of the deaf and a range of specialists to 

work within the deaf field. 

If you would like a printed copy of the Review 

of Deaf Education booklet, please contact the 

office. 

 

Strategic Plan 
We have organized for Catherine Hydon our 

critical friend to work with us during October 

and November.  She will be visiting EI and 

School Based over 4 days.  We would also like 

to create an opportunity for her to meet with 

School Council and Parents.  This is tentatively 

planned for November 10
th
 (time to be confirmed). 

 

Berni Coleman & Dianne Ritchie 

From the Student Wellbeing – 
Head of Program 

 

Transition 
Next term children who are leaving will begin 

their orientation visits to their new schools. 

Visits are made on an individual basis in 

consultation with parents. This is an extremely 

important part of the transition process and helps 

children become familiar with their new 

surroundings.  It is also an important time when 

teachers from these schools visit Aurora to gain 

valuable information from class teachers.  

 

 

Swimming 
Our five week swimming program has now 

finished, and has become a highlight of the year.  

Children have gained confidence and skills in 

the water and great to see their excitement and 

enthusiasm. A huge thank you to all our staff, as 

the program relies on the magnificent 

cooperation of everyone to carry out all the 

tasks, including supporting swim teachers in the 

water, covering classes at Aurora and driving 

buses. In particular, many thanks and also 

congratulations to Thom Jackson for his 

organization and ensuring the continuation of 

the program from last year. The program would 

not have been so successful if it hadnôt been for 

our band of wonderful parent volunteers who 

provided excellent support by assisting in the 

changing rooms. Thank you to Maria 

McCluskey, Lida Dzelan, Catherine Rowlands, 

Angela Gibbon, Peta Murray, Geraldine 

Girdlestone, Wendy Watson, Lucy Zurzolo, 

Anne-Marie Tyrrell, Kaisha Gurry, Rachel 

Simpson, Jean Tran, Maria Elia, Luisa Mackie.  

A final thanks to one of our new parents 

Michelle Dillow, who supported the children in 

the water. 



Fundraising for clothing 
State Schoolsô Relief Committee  

(SSRC) assists disadvantaged students  

attending Victorian government schools by 

providing footwear and clothing.  The 

organization relies on government funding and 

donations and runs an annual fundraising event. 
 

As Aurora uses this service from time to time we 

believe that it is important to make a small 

contribution to the organisation.  We are hoping 

for coin donations and have attached an 

envelope to this newsletter. This is to be 

returned to school by next Friday 18
th
 

September. Thank you for your support.  

 

Fatherôs Day 
We hope all our Dads had a great Fathersô Day 

last Sunday and that you were all spoilt. It was 

great to see so many of you at our class Fathersô 

Day breakfasts last week and this week. There 

was certainly a lot of cereal, toast, crumpets and 

croissants eaten. We saw dads and granddads 

with beautiful handmade ties (Weôre sure those 

of you who wore them to work would have 

received some great comments from your fellow 

workmates) and some lovely decorated boxes 

for all your bits and pieces. Thanks for sharing 

the morning with your children.  
 

Many thanks to Kaisha Gurry,  

for organizing and running our  

Fatherôs Day stall. 

 

 

 

CHAT Parent Session 
Please note that the CHAT parent session that 

was to be held next Tuesday has been cancelled 

due to insufficient numbers.  

 

Children, Chores and Responsibilities 
Giving children simple chores to do at home is 

an important part of helping children to learn 

about responsibility and developing their 

organizational skills. Children can be taught 

these skills from a young age by being given 

small tasks. Included in this weekôs newsletter 

are some tips from leading parent educator 

Michael gross. Why not try some of these at 

home. Numerous parenting tips on a wide range 

of topics can be found at Michaelôs óParenting 

Ideasô website. Go to 

www.parentingideas.com.au.  

 

 

 

 

Footy Day 
Our special football day is happening next 

Thursday morning. Weôre looking forward to 

seeing lots of color with everyone dressed in 

football colors and members from the Deaf 

Football club will be coming to add to the 

excitement.  

 

Holidays 
Holidays are now only one week away and 

everyone, children and staff are in need of rest 

and relaxation. 
 

Just a reminder that we finish at 1.00pm on 

Friday 18
th

 September. 

Liz Grover 

CHAT Team 
 

SHARING BOOKS FOR LANGUAGE & 
COMMUNICATION 

 
The School Based CHAT 

Teamôs Parent Information 

session, “Sharing Books for 

Language & Communication”, planned for 

Tuesday September 15
th
 has been 

cancelled. 
 

If you would like a copy of the prepared 

handouts please contact Sue Steegstra, speech 

pathologist, at the school on 8878 9878. 

 

Cynthia, Tina and Sue 

Library 
 

We would like all library books to be returned to 

the school by Thursday 17
th

 September.  

Library bags will be kept at Aurora School over 

the holidays.   
 

Our library program will  

begin the first week of  

Term 4 when the children  

can borrow new  

Library books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


Card Making 
 

A very busy and creative group of parents and 

friends gathered in the staff room again today to 

make gift cards as a fundraiser for the school. 

not only is it an opportunity to support the 

school, make something worthwhile, or learn a 

new skill, it is also an opportunity to get to know 

members of the Aurora Community. The group 

is looking for new members, so come along if 

you have the time. The next card making day is 

September 17
th
 ï Footy Day. 

 

 
 

The cards look great and are for sale at $2.00 

each from the main office.  

 

School Uniform 
 

The Aurora School Uniform is now availble.  A 

size 4 uniform is on display near the front office. 
 

The uniform is not compulsory and items such 

as the trackpants can be mixed and matched with 

clothing from stores such as Kmart and Target. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to place an order, please fill in 

an order form (available from the office) and 

return it with money attached.   

 

 

School Holiday Program 
 

The Box Hill Community Arts Centre, located at 

470 Station Street, run an extensive school 

holiday program for children as young as 3, 

primary and secondary aged children. 
 

The program will run from September 21
st
 

through until October 2
nd

. Classes range from an 

hour ï through to all day art days. Prices vary 

according to activity. 
 

The program includes Painting, Drawing, 

Ceramics, Clay Wheel Work, Mosaics, Craft, 

Drama, Dance, African Drumming & Dance, 

Cartooning, Stitching, Patchwork and more!! 
 

View the full program at www.bhcac.com.au 

Call 9895 8888 to enrol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Inserts: 
 Auslan Only Weekend 

 Chores & Responsibilities Booklet 

 Variety Christmas Party  

 John Pierce Centre BBQ & Family Night 
 

 

 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.bhcac.com.au


 


