
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal and Assistant 
Principalõs Message 

 

We are amazed that the Term has flown by and 

we will soon be having our Winter holiday 

break. Once again the term has been jam packed 

full of activity. 

 

Our Kitchen Garden 
Weôve had a very busy time  

this term with our garden and  

the chicken coop. We have planted a range of 

vegetables and we expect to be doing some 

cooking in a very short time. We have leeks 

ready for cooking and eating and our peas are 

not very far behind. Last week ABC TV featured 

Stephanie Alexander on The Cook and the Chef. 

Stephanie Alexander is a famous, Australian 

Chef who has invested a great amount of time 

working with schools and teaching children 

about gardens and food preparation. The Cook 

and the Chef featured some lovely recipes 

Stephanie had made with some school children. 

If  you are interested in this program or any of 

the recipes (especially with the holidays coming 

up) please see the website 

http://www.abc.net.au/tv/cookandchef - there 

was some great ideas on the June 10
th
 episode 

for getting children to eat their veggies! 
 

While Stephanie Alexander wonôt be working 

with Aurora children, we look forward to some 

cooking adventures, which hopefully include 

eggs when our chickens begin to lay, very soon. 

 

Remember our website! 
We hope you have all had the opportunity to 

explore the new Aurora School website 

(www.auroraschool.vic.edu.au) .  If you can 

encourage relatives and friends to make  our 

website their home page, this will provide them 

with up to date information and also provide a 

way of generating funding rewards, via the 

website, to the school. 

 

Federal funding for creating economic 

stimulus and jobs! 
Aurora has received $120,000 for the installation 

of shade cloth for outdoor play areas, storage for 

our multipurpose room, an outdoor gardening 

classroom and some interactive whiteboards. 

This funding is part of the National School Pride 

funding provided by the Federal Government. 

Another initiative by the Federal Government 

aims to refurbish or build additional school 

buildings. Aurora has received confirmation that 

they will be in Round 2 of this funding and will 

have the opportunity to build a multi-purpose 

building to the north of our existing building in 

Blackburn South. This is great news. Staff have 

been contributing ideas about how this building 

might be used once it is built. We expect it will 

be completed ready for the 2011 school year. 

 

Activities for Children  
We have had a great Box Day with the children 

in the school based program groups last week 

and this week our Preps have a Sleep-over at 

school. Early Intervention are running a Family 

Day Camp on Sunday of this week. Lots of great 
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fun as we head towards the end of Term 2. There 

are also some holiday programs for children 

offered by Deaf Children Australia. See the flyer 

in this weekôs newsletter. 
 

Sue Izard & Berni Coleman 

From the Student Wellbeing ð 
Head of Program 

 

Prep Sleep-Over   
Tonight is a very exciting  

night for our Prep children  

who will experience a ó sleep-overô.  By the time 

you read this they will already have had lots of 

fun with special activities, including ten-pin 

bowling and lunch at Boronia Park. After dinner 

there will be a torch walk, games and a story, 

and bed time will be lots of fun with everyone in 

together.  Thank you to all the parents for 

allowing us to provide this experience for your 

child. The sleep-over provides a wonderful 

opportunity for learning and as with similar past 

experiences, we expect significant positive 

outcomes for every child.  I too have my lilo and 

sleeping bag ready for the night and am hoping 

that I get some sleep! 

 

óBox Dayô 
Boxes, boxes and more boxes!  Our óBox Dayô 

centred around activities using boxes and 

included construction, making and decorating 

boxes, driving box cars, playing Jack-in-the Box 

and finding surprises in boxes. We enjoyed 

having many of our parents with us.  
 

At the conclusion of the morning  every child 

received a small box of sultanas.  Staff didnôt 

miss out either, as we all enjoyed a óboxô lunch 

from the local noodle shop. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Vicki Lemm and Kathy Smitt dressed in boxes 

 

Many thanks to the organizing team, Kathy 

Smitt, Vicki Lemm, Leanne Tulley, Kerrie 

Mansbridge and Jo Icke and to all the staff and 

families who sent in a huge number of boxes of 

all shapes and sizes.  

 



Swimming 
Last year a very successful  

swimming program was  

conducted at the Monash Aquatic  

Centre, Glen Waverley.  Swimming sessions 

have been organized once again and will be 

conducted for our kindergarten, prep and 

deafblind groups during Term 3. This is an 

excellent opportunity for children to develop 

water familiarization skills. Thom Jackson (a 

qualified swim instructor) and swimming 

instructors from the pool will conduct the 

sessions.  A letter will be sent home next week 

with all the details.  

 

Student Support Group Meetings (SSGôs) 
At the end of next week the childrenôs reports 

will be sent home.  SSG meetings are being held 

during the second week of Term 3 and provide 

the opportunity to discuss your childôs progress 

with the class teacher.  If you have not already 

done so, please return the slip regarding your 

preferences for meeting times, and families who 

return forms quickly are more likely to get their 

preferred time.  

 

Toilet Training  
All parents look forward to the  

day their child is toilet trained.  

It can often seem like a huge task  

and for some children it can take a lot longer. 

Included in this newsletter is a ótipsô sheet on 

ideas about how to get started with toilet 

training. It was written by Sue Larkey, a Special 

Education Teacher who has taught students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

 

Holidays 
Term two is always hectic and with the cold and 

damp weather there has been a lot of illness of 

children and staff.  Luckily, holidays are fast 

approaching, so everyone can look forward to 

some rest time.  We look forward to seeing 

everyone return on Monday 13
th
 July.  

 

Liz Grover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAT Team News 

 

Just a quick word from the CHAT Team, Jean 

Moores-Chadwick, Tina OôBrien and Sue 

Steegstra.  

 

 

 

 

There is a very useful website which we use for 

activities and ideas. You may like to check it out 

for yourselves.  The address is 

 www.hearingjourney.com 
 

Click on ñThe Listening Roomò and you will 

find lots of great activities for you and your 

child as well as useful information about 

developing listening skills. There are activities 

which change weekly or monthly. There are 

activities which are suitable for preschoolers and 

also school aged children. Each activity has two 

pdf files; one for the materials and one for the 

instructions. There is also a video of the author, 

Dave Sindrey, explaining how to put the 

materials together and how to present and use 

them with your child. We generally use the Kids 

section, but explore the other sections too if you 

have time. 

 

The website is sponsored by Advanced Bionics 

and whilst the activities are for children with 

Cochlear Implants we have found the activities 

to be useful and lots of fun for all children. A 

number of speech pathologists are using the 

activities with their general school age 

population. So have a look for your selves and 

enjoy playing some listening and language 

games with your child. 
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